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Abstract 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To correctly detect remaining ink by moving a carriage to a detecting position by a detecting 
means, waiting for a predetermined time, operating the detecting means and detecting the remaining ink. 
SOLUTION: A carriage 301 is set on a printer, into which a replaceable ink cartridge 302 is loaded. A recording head for 
discharging ink in accordance with an ink jet system and an ink tank for supplying ink to the recording head are integrated in 
the ink cartridge. After the carriage 301 is moved to a position where remaining ink can be detected, the carriage is kept 
waiting for a predetermined time which is a time immediately after the carriage 301 stops to a predetermined time point. After 
the wait time has passed, the remaining ink is detected on the basis of a quantity of light received by an optical sensor 312. 
The remaining ink can be highly accurately detected with an amount of ink remaining in the ink tank being correctly reflected. 
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